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PSALM. cxvi. 15. 


Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the death 
of his ſaints. 


T is appointed unto all men once to die, 
They all die, becauſe all have ſinned : 

For the wages of fin is death, When fin 
entered into the world, death came in by fin, 
and death hath reigned ſo far as fin hath 
ſpread itſelf. The word is gone out of the 
Lord's mouth againſt all fleſh, Duft thou art, 
and unto duſt ji alt thou return. This is the 
immutable decree of heaven, and when it 
comes to be executed upon the natural man 
in his fallen unregenerate ſtate, death is to 
kim the king of terrors, becaule it finds fin 
upon him unpardoned. The ſting of death 
being ſin, and the ſtrength of ſin being the 
law, if the law charge fin upon the conſci- 
ence, and ſtir up in it a ſenſe of guilt, then 
will it arm death with a moſt dreadful ſting. 
The ſoul will be terrified with the thoughts 
of meeting an offended God, and of ſtanding 
at his awful bar to be tried for the breach of 
his holy and juſt law : For already conſcience 
has ratified the ſentence which is to deliver the 
ſoul over to the tormentors to dwell with them 


in everlaſting burnings. Oh! death ! how in- 


expreſſibly terrible is thine approach to ſuch 
an unpardoned ſinner? But to them who 
are in a regenerate ſtate and haye lived by 

faith 
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faith in the Lord Chriſt, and are now dying 
in him, death has no ſting, As their life was 
precious, ſo is their death precious in the 
eyes of the Lord. With the tendereſt love 
he appoints the time, the place, and all the 
circumſtances of their dying: When he 
lays them on the bed of languiſhing, he 
gives them the conſolations of the goſpel, and 
lets them know how dear and precious they 
are to him. This produces a ſweet reſig- 
nation to his will, and calls forth the de- 
hghtfultexerciſe' of patience to his ſovereign 
appointment. And while the outward man 
decays, he continues his grace to the inward- 
man, His ſtrength is then indeed perfected 
in their weakneſs, when tne divine life in 
the ſoul flouriſhes amidſt the ruins of the 
animal frame: So that faith by his mighty 
operation is ſtill working joy and Peace in 
the dying breaſt; and ceaſes not till it has 
done its laſt kind office, and rendered the 
concluding act of life an act of faith, ac- 
cording to what is written of the ſaints of | 
old, Theſe all died in faith. 

This was the happy caſe of our dear 
departed brother, He had ſweet experience 
of fie truth of the text, and found that his 
foul was bound in the bundle of life with the 
Lord his God. His laſt ſickneſs was alto- 
gether ſweetened with divine love. His 
faith, his reſignation, his comforts failed 
him not, A gractous God ſhewed how 2 
an 


650 


2 precious he was to him by removing 
thing far from him, which could ren- 
Ja death in the leaſt dreadful, He was not 
even ſuffered to have one doubt concerning 
his intereſt in Chriſt, but lived happythrough- 
out his illneſs, and died rejoycing. To the 
glory of that rich grace which was ſo ex- 
ceeding abundant towards him, I have been 
led to ſpeak upon the occation ; not to ex- 
alt man, but God. Not for the honour of 
the deecafed, but for the profit of the living; 


that when vou hear what God has promiſed 


to do, and what he is daily doing for his 
people in their dying hours, you may be 
ſtirred up to defire, that you may alſo die 
the death of the righteous, and that your 
latter end may be like his. For which pur- 
F I ſhall through God's help ſpeak to 


tRdte particulars mentioned in the text, and 


ſhew, 


Firſt, Who the perſons are, that are here 
ſpoken of under the name of Saixts; 


Secondly, how precious they are in the 


eyes of the Lord, and 


Thirdly, how precious they are to him 
not only in life, but alſo in death, Theſe 
points I will endeavor to illuſtrate from ſcrip- 
ture, and from the Lord's dealings with our 
deceaſed brother. May that good God who 


did 
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did ſo much for him favor us alſo with his 
gracious preſence, and accompany us with 
his bleſſing, while we are conſidering, 


Firſt, who the perſons are, that are here 
ſpoken of under the name ſaints. This 
name conveys a ſtrange idea to ſome per- 
ſons. They think that a ſaint denotes ſome 
vaſtly high and uncommon degree of holi- 
_ neſs, to which very few have attained ſince 
the apoſtles time, and therefore they give 
the title to none but the red letter'd ſaints 
in the Calendar, and ſome few of the pri- 
mitive fathers. They would ſtrongly ſuſpect 
a man of being a rank phanatic, who was to 
apply it to thoſe that are now living in the 
true faith and fear of God, or to thoſe that, 
are lately dead. Such power has __ 
over the beſt of words, as to give thene 
turn quite foreign to their true meaning. 
The ſcripture ſpeaks of ſaints in the old teſta- 
ment, men of like paſſions with us, and 
the new teſtament applies the word to all 
the believers in the churches of Rome, and 
Corinth, and Epheſus, and Philippi, &c. 
So that it is a general name for all the 
Lord's ap wh not for ſome by way of 
eminence, but for the whole houſhold and 
family of faith, The old teſtament has two 
Hebrew words, which our tranſlators ren- 
der ſaints, altho' the meaning of them be 
a good deal different. The one is es 

Oly: 
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holy, ſeparate from impurity, the other is 
Cheſed the word in the text, which ſignifies 
mercy, and in the form it is here uſed de- 
notes thoſe who have received mercy, and 
who are partakers of the covenant mercies 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe are all given 
to them freely; without money, and without 
price : For miſery being the proper object of 
mercy, and God being the ſovereign diſpo- 
ſer of his own mercy, he beſtows it on the 
miſerable, as it pleaſeth him, to the glory 
of his grace, None have any claim, None 
deferve it; but all men are through ſin in 
Juſtice and equity cut off from it. Whoever 
therefore among the children of wrath meet 
with mercy from God they muſt receive it 
as a free gift coming from his mere love and 
unmerited bounty through Jeſus Chriſt : and 
on that account they ſhould be ever ac- 
knowledging it with praiſe and gratitude, 
The ſtate of guilt and miſery from which they 
were raiſed, the abundant, exceeding abun- 
dant mercy already received in a ſtate of 
pardon and acceptance, and the eternal 
mercy to be experienced in a ſtate of glory, 
theſe ſhould ſtir them up to ſhew forth the 
praiſes of him, who hath called them out of 


darkneſs into his marvellous light: Which 


in time paſt were not a people, but are 
now the people of God, which had not 


obtained mercy, but now have obtained 
mercy. 


Theſe 
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. 'Theſe are the ſaints here ſpoken of, ſuch 
as have obtained mercy freely by the grace 
that is in Jeſus Chrift. If you aſk in what 
way, or by what means they were brought 
into this happy ſtate f It was by the word and 
Spirit of God. He convinced them of fin 
by the word. He made uſe of the law as 
the miniſtration of condemnation to bring 
them in guilty, and as the miniſtration of 
death to ſhew them what their guilt deſerved. 
They ſaw theſe things, but did not find them- 
ſelves quite helpleſs, Their pride and un- 
belief ſtill laboured to do ſome work that 
| might recommend them to God, but the 
| Holy Spirit clearly convinced them, that 
they could not be ſaved by any works of 
[righteouſneſs which they could do, but that 
God ſaveth ſinners freely through the re- 
demption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. This is 
the hardeſt leſſon in the ſchool of grace. 
Tbey learnt it by degrees, and very flowly ; 
- but the Holy Spirit made them maſters of it, 
and they were glad to ſubmit to be ſaved by 
.grace freely. Upon which God ſhewed 
them great mercy : For he enabled them to 
believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. They had 
wer to truſt the word of promiſe, and to 

. reſt upon God's faithfulneſs to fulfill it to 
their ſouls. And in thus believing they 
found peace with God through the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and joy ſpringing from the 
ſenſe of their ſafety and happ neſs in him, and 


love to God for his great love to them, 
which 
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which peace, and joy, and love increaſed 
in their hearts, as they lived more by faith 
upon Chriſt, and walked more cloſely with 
Chriſt, In this way the Lord made them 


ſaints, or ſhewed them mercy. It was by 


ſome ſuch. experience, that they became 
partakers of the tender mercies of our God, 
And having received them freely, ſhould 
not this be continually upon their minds. 
„ what haſt thou that thou haſt not re- 


ceived ?” They would forget their very name 


and character, namely, thoſe that had re- 
ceived mercy, if by thinking of themſelves 

they ought to think, they 
ſhould rob the Lord Chriſt of the praiſe of 
the glory of his grace. The more he gives, 
the more are they in debt. The greater are 
their gifts, the higher are their graces, ſtill all 
is from God, freely given, freely continued, 
And when they happily finiſh their courſe, 
and receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away, it will be mercy ſtill, mercy magni- 
fed as the bleſſings are which it beſtows, 
a glorified body and ſoul, admitted to the 
viſion and enjoyment of God in heaven— 
and to eternity—all this is mercy, free mer- 


cy, as one ſweetly ſings, Pf; cxxxvi. and 


ſeems never tired of repeating the delightful 
words,* This is mercy that endureth forever.” 
In what I have been ſaying under this 
head I had a particular view all along to the 
Experience of our deceaſed brother. He 
was certainly one of the ſaints in the text 
one whe had found mercy, He was al- 
B ways 
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ways ready to aſcribe all that he was and 

had (except what were entirely his own, ſin 

and miſery) to free mercy and ſovereign 

grace. Before the-Lord was pleaſed to call 

him he was walking in the error of his ways, 

like others, who know not God. Such is 

the condition of mankind fince the fall, that 

there is none righteous, no not one, there is 
none that underſtandeth, there is none that 
ſeeketh after God. They are all gone out 

of the way, they are altogether become un- 
profitable, there is none that doeth good, no 
not one; not one of them can do any good, 

till grace come ; and when it comes, it firſt 
diſcovers this their guilty helpleſs ſtate, and 
convinces them of it, in order that they 
may be willing to receive their deliverance 
freely from the mercy of God, and to give 
him all the glory of it in time and in eter- 
nity, No wonder. then that the time was, 
when gur brother walked, as other men 
alſo walk, in the vanity of his mind, , hav- 
ing his underſtanding darkened, and being 
alienated from the lite of God through the 
ignorance that was in him, becauſe of the 
blindneſs of his heart. Of this God made 
him deeply ſenfible, and he was never a- 
ſhamed to own it. His firſt awakening was 
by the gradual working of the law upon his 
conſcience, It was not by outward means, 
ſuch as hearing the word preached, or by 
ſome afflifting providence, ſickneſs, trouble, 
or the like, but by the inward conviction of 
fin, that the Spirit of God wrought * 
A | 4 
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his conſcience. He had his ſtrongeſt con- 8 | 
victions where he could have no means. "i 
The views which he had hereby of his ſtate 
and danger were very deep and very diſtreſ- 
ſing. While he was under this ſoul-con- 
cern my acquaintance firſt began with him. 
And ſince that time, which is about eight 
years ago, our great mtimacy and friendſhip 
has given me a conſtant opportunity of be- 
ing a witneſs of God's gracious dealings: 
with his foul, He went mourning for a 
long time, bowed down under the ſenſe of 
guilt and the power of unbelief. In this 
ſchool of humiliation he learnt ſelf- Know- 
ledge. Here he was taught the ſad effect 
of a ruined ſpoiled nature, of a foul de- 
praved in all its faculties, and eſtranged from' 
the mind and will of God, and governed 
by its own corrupt and ſtubborn will, com- 
manding the body to give up its members 
as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto fin.” 
Here he was taught what ſin is, namely 
the tranſgreſſion of the law, which is ex- 
ceeding ſinful, becauſe the law is holy, juſt 
and good, a perfect copy of the divine per- 
fections. Here he was taught the damna- 
ble nature of heart ſin, which is the foun- 
tain, from which all fin flows, and which 
in the heart of the natural man is ever flow- 
ing over. He learnt theſe leſſons with ſuch 
a-deep experience, that the impreſſion laſted 
all his days. For when God ſhewed him 
great mercy, and he was enabled to bolieve 
Ana Mere 5 v4 2 29 . in 
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in che Lord Jeſus, yet ſtill he found nothing 
of himſelf 24. to glory. Humble and 
low in his own eyes, he was ready to give 
the honour to whom alone honour was 
due, Yea, after he was greatly eng” 
ened and eſtabliſhed, ſo as to live by faith 
on the Son of God, ill he knew — all 
was mercy. Mercy, free mercy had from 
him all the praiſe. And this was ſo much 
the frame and abiding. temper of his mind, 
| that it appeared on all occaſions. His ſpi- 
| ritual friends and acquaintance can bear me 
| - witneſs, that he was cloathed with humi- 
lity, and that he walked humbly with his 
God. A demonſtration this, that he had 
found mercy, becauſe he had made it the 
| end and aim of his life to ſhew forth the 
| praiſes of that free mercy, which he had ſo 
freely received; and as he lived, fo he died, 
acknowledging himſelf an object of mercy. 
One of his laſt ſayings. was — * I am of 
the church of the 6ſt born, who ſhall ſtand 
on mount Sion One choſen from among my 
brethren-—A ſinner ſayed, a ſinner. ſaved. 
- Here was great faith, and great humility. 
Having thus exemplified the character of the 
ſons mentioned in my text from the experi- 


enceofour deceaſed wal 800 gn 0 pee 
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eſus; For the motives to all the acts of 
Jod are within himſelf, He does not look 
into the ſinner expecting to ſee ſomething 
precious in him to recommend him to 
mercy, but he ſets his love upon him, and 
that love brings every thing precious with 
it. Love diſpoſes God to ſhew mercy, con- 
vinces the ſinner he wants it, inclines him 
to take it freely, and when he receives it 


by precious faith, then he becomes vitally 4 
united to a precious Chriſt. Such the Lord 
counts OG his jewels, He ſees them 


accepted in the Beloved, and members of 


his myſtical body. As he loves the head, 


ſo he loves the members: For my Father 


himſelf loveth you, ſaith Chriſt, becauſe: 


ye have loved me; and what cannot, what 
will not the Fathers love beſtow ? Nay, what 
has he not engaged to beſtow ? For what 


tongue can relate the exceeding great and - 


precious promiſes, which he has made to 
them, who are heirs of God and joynt heirs 
with Chriſt ? Grace, faith, righteouſneſs, 
adoption, ſtrength to overcome temptations, 
to conquer ſpiritual enemies, to bear afflic- 
tions, whatever is needful for life and godli- 
neſs, in ſhort all things are theirs, for they 
all work together under God for their good. 


Theſe and many, many more are the pro- 


miſes, which the, mercy of God has made, 
and his faithfulneſs is daily fulfilling to his 
adopted children in Chriſt Jeſus; from 
- whence it appears how precious they are * 
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A 
Goht.- The benen of the gifts ſhews the 
love of the giver. He gives them, oh moſt ado- 


rable, and moſt delightful truth] he giveshim- 
fe, God himfelF is their God; their covenant 


his 


God, and with himſelf how ſhall he nat alſo 
freely give them all things? he becomes a 
father unto them; a loving reconciled father, 
to watch over them with a parents tender 
affection, and to fee that they want no man- 
nerof thing that is good, © I de Lord do keep 
my vineyard, I will water it every moment; 
leſt any hurt it, Iwill keep it night and day. 
He that toucheth it, toucheth the apple of 
mine eye.” His childrens enemies are his. So 
ſafe and happy are they in his precious love, 
that none ſhall pluck them out of his hands. 
He will keep them by his mighty power. 
through faith unto ſalvation. © Never, never 
will 12 leave them or forſake them; but 
having loved them freely, he will love then 
unto the end. 

But let us bring this matter to a point. 
What faith the ſcripture ? © Yea, he loved 
the people, All thy ſaints are in thy 
hands, and they are humbled at thy feet 
to receive thy words,” Deut. xxxili. 3. 
His love > wif his e ſaints, and then 
keeps them in his hands, in an humble 
frame of mind to hear the word of God; 
and to obey it. Such honour have all his 
ſaints! So precious and dear are they to 
him, that he has expreſly promiſed to keep 
wem from all evil, and to bleſs: them with 


—— 
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all good. There ſhall no evil befall 
thee,” PI. xci. 10. no outward evil, but 
what Iwill make the means of promoting 
my glory and thy good, therefore Fear 
not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy name, thou art mine. When thou 
paſſeſt thro" the waters, I will be with thee, 
and thro' the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
thee : When thou walkeſt through the 
fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neitherſhall the 
flame kindle upon theer” Iſai. xliii. 1, 2. 
Whence this tender care and watchful pro- 
vidence? God would have his people know 
and believe, that when he keeps them, no- 
thing can hurt them. For they are ſo pre- 
cious and honourable in his fight, that his 
almighty arm will either defend them from, 
or elſe keep them patient and happy under, 
outward troubles, according to theſe ſweet 
Words, which follow in the fourth verſe, 
«© Since thou waſt precious in my fight, 
thou haſt' been honourable, and I have 
loved thee,” and ſhewed my love, not 
in keeping thee from the water and the 
fire, but in bringing thee ſafe through both : 
And I will do greater things than theſe. O 
taſte and ſee that the Lord is good! they 
that ſeek him ſhall not want any good 
thing. Fſ. xxxiv. 10. What promiſes are 
theſe ! No good belonging to life, no good 
belonging „ erer, ſhall be with- held; 
but all all be freely given them out 
of the fulneſs of Chriſt ſeſus. How pre- 
cious then muſt theſe perſons be in the 
- > Lord's 
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Lord's fight, with whom he deals in this 
wonderful manner? What mercy, how free, 


how rich; what dleſſings, how great, how 


numerous has he for them ? even in this 
life, he has' more mercy to ſhew, more bleſ- 


ſings to give, than we can either aſk or think. 
And what then will hegive in another life ? 


The mercies of glory, the bleſſings of heaven 
none can adequately know, till they experi- 
ence them. May the grace of God make 


you and me meet to be partakers of the in- 


eritance of the ſaints in light. 


Thus precious are the Lord's people. | 


Dear and honourable are they in his fight. 
The teſtimonies of his word to this purpoſe 
are very numerous, and daily experience con- 
firms them. Every child of God is a wit- 


neſs of his heavenly Father's abundant mer- 


cy. But few had more reaſon to magnify 


| and exalt it, than our dear deceaſed brother. 


He was indeed precious in the Lord's fight, 
as appeared from the ineſtimably rich graces 
beſtowed upon him, and the great works 
wrought by him. God had given him faith, 
and he enabled him to live the life of faith. 
By faith the chriſtian is engraftedasa branch, 
into the true vine. And as the branch receives 
ſap and juices from the ſtock, into which it is 
engrafted, to bring forth leaves, and fair bloſ- 
ſoms and ripe fruit: So does the chriſtian re- 
ceive from the Lord Chriſt by virtue of union 
with him proper influence and nouriſhment 


to bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs. Our 
brother was a fruitful branch. He did not 


ſcek 
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ſeek to bear fruit to make himſelf alive: The 
fruit does not make the tree alive; but to teſtify 
his love and gratitude, to do good to men, and 
above all to fulfill what is written Herein 
is my Father gloriſied, that ye bear much 
fruit.” John, xv. &. that ye keep faith ſo conſtants 
ly in act and exerciſe upon me, as to be always 
receiving out of my fulneſs grace for grace: 
For life and the acts of life in every grace arg 
in and from me, and the more you live by 
faith upon me, the more will my Father be 
glorified. This was what Mr. Jones happily 
experienced in his heart and in his life. Whoever 
believeth aright with his heart will be kept in 
an humble dependance upon God, and in cal- 
ling upon him to fulfili the promiſes of grace 
and ſtrength in every hour of need: So that the 
promiſes freely made in Chriſt may be freely 
made good thro' Chriſt. While he is in this 
right frame the ſoul lives out of itſelf, it ſees 
nothing of its own to truſt to or to reſt in, but 
puts forth the empty hand to be conſtantly 
filled out of Chriſt's fulneſs. A perſon WhO 
lives thus by faith will be humble in heart. 
Every act of this faith declares his emptineſs 
and want of all ſpiritual good, while it leads to 
Chriſt for his promiſed ſupply. Need I men- 
tion how much this was our brother's caſe ? 
' Certainly you know it. He was humble in- 
deed. The witneſſes are as many as knew him, 
and when there could be no view in deceiving 
any body, when he was waiting for his diſſo- 
lution, he demonſtrated how greatly the Lord 
had humbled him. He told me in his laſt ſick- 
neſs, when 1 diſcourſed with him about the 

C ſtate 
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ſtate of his ſoul, that as a dying man he had 
nothing to truſt to but the righteouſneſs of Je- 


ſus Chriſt ; and that his faith in it had been fo 


ſtrengthened in his illneſs, that he had not one 
doubt or fear. But how much he was emptied 
of ſelf, and enabled to live in an humble de- 
pendance upon the grace and ſtrength of Chriſt 
will beſt appear from his life, in which thro” 
faith many precious fruits were produced. 
The principal work of a believer throughout 
his chriſtian walk is the mortifying of the old 
man of fin, and the quickening and ſtrengthen- 
ing of the new man. So long as we are in this 
mortal body, every day muſt this work be re- 
peated. The fleſh will be luſting againſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh : And he 
that is ſpiritual not only believes in the merit 
of Chriſt's death to ſave him from the guilt, 
but is alſo enabled to apply the power and effi- 
cacy of his death to ſubdue and crucify the do- 
minion of thoſe luſtings. Subdued they muſt 
be. They muſt not reign. The promiſe is, Sin, 
inward as well as outward, /hall not have do- 
minion over you. The believer relying upon this 
promiſe proclaims war againſt all inward luſts 
and riſings of fin, and ſets upon them in the 
power and ſtrength of the Lord ; and fo long 
as he looks up to Chriſt for freſh ſuccours, he 
will be kept ſafe. As the old man is thus ſub- 
dued, the new man is enabled more powerfully 
to put forth the proper acts of his ſpiritual life: 
For the deadening of the one is the quickenin 


of the other, Of this jpiritual conflict I have 


often read, eſpecially in an excellent treatiſe of 


Dr. Owen's pon indwelling fin, but I learnt 


moſt 


* 
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moſt of it by experience, by many ſore and r Uo: 


daily conflicts in my own ſoul, and by frequent 


converſation with our dear brother. He was 


much exerciſed this way, and the Lord did 
wonders for him in giving him grace to crucify 
the old man of ſin, God's great love appeared 
in his great chaſtenings: for whom he loveth he 
chaſteneth. He refines all his people in the furnace 
of afflictions. Thereour brother had been refining 
for ſome years, and much drofs had been done 
away. Becauſe he was precious in the fight of 
the Lord, he was tried, like gold, and purified 
ſeven times in the fire. For ſome years paſt he 
was afflicted with a diſorder which kept him 
low, and often brought him to death's door, 
During theſe years his growth in grace was 
veryevident to all his ſpiritual friends. Wecould 
ſee a manifeſt victory gained over the old man, 


whoſe power was weakened in his members 


which are upon the earth. He grew alſo dead 
to the world, and experienced what the apoſtle 
means, when he ſays, The world is crucified to 
me, and I unto the world. Its pleaſures, its 
riches, its honours were nothing to him. He 
did not deſpiſe them becauſe he could not get 
them, but he parted with them freely, when 
he had them in his own power. God had pro- 
vided for him a comfortable maintenance, but 
he laid up nothing, except for the poor, to 
whom he gave liberally of what he had, and 
with a willing mind. As to honour, he wanted 
not that which was from men. He was led to 
chooſe a better. He has it now. And this dead- 


neſs to the world was of great uſe to him when 


he came to die. Then he had the comfort of it, 
as appeared from that ſweet expreſſion of his 
- on 
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(20) 
on his death- bed, It is not dying out of the 


world, but dying in the world, and parting with 
all its toys and trifles, and that not with ſickneſs 
or pain,” And being thus by faith dead to the 
world while in it, what ſhould make him afraid 
to die out of it? He had been ſo long kept un- 
de: the croſs, that it had been the means of cru- 
cifying the world unto him, of ſubduing his own 
will and his own tempers, of trying his faith, and 
of exerciſing his patience. In this ſchool of af- 
fliction hc was enabled to profit greatly. There- 
jn he learnt reſignation to the willof God, which 
made him under his long and great weakneſs of 
body- kiſs the rod and be thankful, and which 
delivered him from impatience, fretfulneſs, mur- 

muring, and thoſe ſelfiſh tempers, that want to 
have our will, and not God's to be done. There 
he learnt to live by faith upon Chriſt in all his 
offices, as a prophet to teach him wiſdom to 
lead him to God, as a prieſt to bring him near to 
Godby his atoning blood and righteouſneſs, and 
as a king to keep bim near to God, ruling in him 
and over him. This faith was tried, and it grew 
by: trials. The more it was exerciſed the more 
did he find of the ſafety and happineſs of living 
by faith upon the Son of God. And hereby he 
learnt what the patience of the ſaints is. Pati- 
ence is an act of faith under outward afflictions, 
looking up to God for grace to hold out, as long 
a8 the afflictions laſt. Thus did our brother's 

atience. Under a long illneſs he was never 
pou to murmur; and upon his death-bed he 
was afraid of nothing but impatience, and God 


gut of the tendereſt love kept him, until pati: 
der had done its Logs work. 9 819 bl 
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As che eroſs was thus made profitable to the 
mortfieuddin of the old man, ſo was it to the 
quickening and ſtrengthening of the new man. 
He had many precious graces, but don't miſ- 
ſtake me. Whatever Mr. Jones had, ex- 
cept fin, he had it from Chriſt ; whoſe love ts 
him 1 would magnify from the greatneſs of 
the bleſſings beſtowed. You could not con- 
verſe with him without being put in mind of 
the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt, In his 
behaviour, in his converſation he ſhewed, that 
be had put on as one of the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, long- ſuffering; ready to 
bear with others, and ready to forgive, as 
Chriſt had alſo freely forgiven him. Theſe 
amiable tempers of the new man appeared in 
all his conduct; and particularly when he ſtood 
up to miniſter in holy things, one might diſ- 
cover throughout great kindneſs and age 
love to precious fouls. His own flock, 
whom the Lord had made him an or Fe 
was much upon his heart, How earneſt have 
I often heard him in prayer for them ? And 
to the laſt he did not forget them. In his 
ſickneſs he would be often crying out, _ 
feed thy ſheep, Lord feed thy ſheep.” 
was always ſtudying and contriving ron 
that might be uſeful to their beſt intereſt. 
There- is an alms-houſe in the pariſh called 
the College, and ſome ſmall ſtipend for doing 
duty in it. Mr. Jones thought it was not 
right to take the money, unleſs he did the 
duty. Accordingly he began to read prayers, 
, to abs 5pm the os om in ay Col- 
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lege chapple, and went on for ſome time, 
The congregation. uſed to be'very large, and 
the ſucceſs was very great, Many ſouls were in 
this place firſt awakened, who are now walking 
in the faith and fear of God, adorning the goſ- 
pel of our Saviour. But here he was' ſtopt and 
refuſed the uſe of the chapple. After this he ſet 
up a weekly lecture in his church, but he had 
not preached it long, before he was denied the 
uſe of the pulpit. However he was not diſ- 
Couraged, he went on giving away good books, 
ſome of which he carried in perſon to every 
houſe in the pariſh ; catechiſing the children, 
who came weekly to his houſe for that pur- 
poſe; and paying religious viſits among his pa- 
riſhioners, when they uſed to talk freely of the 
ſtate of their ſouls. By theſe methods he 
tried to win his people to Chriſt, beſide the 
ſtated duties of his office; in performing of 


which he ſeemed to ſet God always before 


him, and to be greatly drawn out in love to 


his hearers, of whom. a very great number I 


truſt did frequent his miniſtry, not led thither 


by the eaſe of his delivery, the ſweetneſs of his 


voice, or the ſmoothneſs of his periods, but 
becauſe they felt the weight and importance of 
the doctrines preached, Several I am myſelf 
acquainted with, who will I hope be his joy 
and crown of rejoycing in the day of the Lord 
Jefus, who hearing him preach upon the entire 
ruin of man by the fall, were convinced that they 
werein this ſtate, and upon the entire recovery of 
man thro' Jeſus Chriſt were enabled by his word 
and Spirit to believe in him for righteouſneſs, and 
to live upon him for grace to walk, as healſowalk- 
ed, I mention not theſe things to ſet him above 


any 
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any of the Lord's miniſters. He had no-ſuch 
thoughts when living. No one could think more 
meanly of himſelf, than he did. And God forbid 
that I ſhould intend to leſſen others by exalting him. 
No. Grace, free grace is allI want to exalt. Ashe 
was adorned with ſo many .graces in his private 
life, and with ſo many public gifts, who ſhould 
have the praiſe, but the giver of 2 all, even that 
good who ſhewed him mercy, and in whoſe 

ght he was ſo precious, as to have his marvellous 
lovingkindneſs continued even unto death; which 
leads me to that part of my ſubject, where we muſt 
{till continue our adoration and thanks under the 


Third and laſt head, which was to ſhew how 
precious the ſaints are in the fight of the Lord, 
not only in life, but alſo in death. Whom the Lord 
loveth, he loveth unto the end. His love is like 
himſelf, without variableneſs or ſhadow of turn- 
ing, and then often manifeſted in the cleareſt 
manner, when it is moſt wanted. The Lord looks 
with an eſpecial love on his poor afflicted and 
diſtreſſed people. Indeed their troubles are tokens 
of his love; they come from his love to them, and 
are the means of drawing forth their love to him. 
One who had been long trained up in this way 
declared upon his own experience, that it was 
good for him he had been in trouble. As troubles 
increaſe, ſo do the poots of his love, in ſtrengthen- 
ing faith to truſt (till, and to enable patience to 
hold out. And when the laſt great trial comes, 
love orders it all. Thedeath of the ſaints, however 
ſuperficially ſome may judge of it, is appointed 
by the infinite tenderneſs of God, as to all its 
circumſtances. They may fancy he loves thoſe 


moſt 
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moſt whom he takes out of the world: without 
much pain or long ſickneſs, but this is judging af- 


ter the fleſh. God can get himſelf moſt gory, by. 
them who ſuffer moſt, and can make them the 
happieſt, who ſuffer the longeſt, He can preſerve 
their faith in the hotteſt trials. He can keep them 
for years in the fire, and the ſmell of it not paſs 
upon them. He can arm them with grace to en- 
dure not with patience only, but alſo with joy; fo 
that they ſhall taſte much of the love of God, and 
count it all joy when he tries them with his fiery 
trials. And when he is finiſhing their courſe, he 
ſhews then how exceedingly precious they are to 
him. Then he brings the graces of the new man 
into ſtrong act and exerciſe, as the body droops. 
He keeps faith lively and vigorous, hope rejoyces, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
unto eternal life, and love ſhed abroad in the heart 
gives ſweet earneſts and foretaſts of the ſpeedy en- 
joyment of that glory. Theſe graces make the ap- 
roach of death welcome, as our deceaſed brother 
found it in his laſt moments, when he ſaid “ An 
eternal life of glory for a life of miſery—who 
would not change miſery for happineſs? Haſten, 
haſten, dear Lord.” That the Lord's people are 
thus precious to him in death is evident from the 
promiſes in his word, and from the daily accom- 
pliſhment of them. Theſe promiſes are left upon 
record for the ſupportof faith in a dying hour, and 
they are rich cordials for fainting ſpirits. This is 
for the ſick bed, Pſ. xli. 3. The Lord will 
ſtrengthen him upon the bed of languiſhing, thou 
wilt make all his bed in bis ſickneſs, ”' ſtrengthen 
him inwardly as the outward man decays, and he 
ſhall lay eaſy upon his bed refreſhed with the Lord's 
"ey 5 1 
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inward comforts, while the body is languiſhing. 
And when the body grows very weak and death 
is approaching here is a cordial —** This God is 
our God for ever and ever, he will be our guide 
even unto death,” Pf. xlvili. 14. This God is our 
covenant God, whoſe mercies fail not ; he will 
guide us ſaſe by his love and power, even until 
the body draws its laſt breath and expires. Who 
would not with to have ſuch a bleſſed guide unto 
the verge of life | Lord, guide us all thither, and 
when the life of nature is ending, then fulfill thy 
faithful promiſe, Prov. xiv. 32. The righteous 
hath hope in his death, not only in his ſickneſs, 
but alſo in the very momentofdeath he hath hope, 
and the next moment he enjoys the thing hoped 
for. Theſe are ſure words of promiſe, which 
cannot be broken, and God be thanked for the 
accompliſhment of them. He has been fulfilling . 
them in every age, and ſpeaking peace thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt to his ſaints in their death, It is written of 
them in the old teſtament, who thro' faith and 
patience inherited the promiſes—* Theſe all died 
in faith,” Heb. xi, 13. they had faith while they 
were dying, and belicved that the time was now 
come, when God would fulfill his exceeding great 
and precious promiſes to them in a life of eternal 
glory; and therefore it is ſaid, ** they fell aſleep,” 
they fell into the arms of death as compoſedly, as a 
weary traveller falls aſleep, expecting to awake in 
the morning of the reſurrection with glorified 
bodies, like the body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And as theſe all died in faith, ſo do believers to 
this very day. The Lord is faithful to his word, 
and his promiſes are ſtill made good. His people 
are at preſent as ſafe in his hands, as happy in his 
| D love 
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love as they were in any former age. Still they ſay 
with their laſt breath, Thanks be to God who 


giveth us the victory, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
The preſent times afford many inſtances of this 


triumphant faith, and there is a very ſtriking one 


before us. Whoſe death was ever more precious, 
than our brothers, in the ſight of the Lord ? How 
could God ſhew his love to him upon his dying 
bed, more than he did? Altho' his fever was vio- 
lent for ſeven days, yet his ſoul was ſtill and calm. 
He was not troubled with any fear of death ; that 
was kindly taken away, He had no doubt con- 
cerning his eternal ſtate, He was made patient to 
God's will, bore pain without murmuring, and 
waited the Lord's time for his releaſe. Were not 
theſe undoubted proofs of God's ſpecial love to 
him ? He ſuffered his faith to be tried in the fire, 
that it might come out, like gold, purer and 
brighter; and it ſtood the fire, rejoyced in it, and 
was refined by it. In one of his weakeſt hours he 
ſaid *© Bleſſed be the Lord for that degree of faith, 
which he hath given me, tho' it has operated in ſo 
weak a manner, yet I have many bleſſed and com- 
fortable marks in my own ſoul of his love to me.” 
Here was faith,and much humility, He could find 
nothing in himſelf to put the leaſt truſt in as to 


his acceptance with God, and therefore his truſt 


was ſtronger in Chriſt. This ſhewed itſelf in 


what he ſaid on his death- bed. What an un- 


felt, what an unthought of corruption is here 
both in body and ſoul,” he felt more of it, and in 
a greater degree than he had ever thou ght of be- 


fore, and yet this deep ſenſe of his corruption did 


not drive him from Chriſt, but made his faith 
cleave the cloſer to him: "wy fleſh and my heart 
faileth 
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faileth, faith he, but God is the frength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever,” His ground for 
this he declared was, ©* a covenant of me:cy, free 
grace in the Lord Jeſus.” In which knowing that 
he had his ſhare, he could ſay,“ Now letthy / el vant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen thy ſal- 
vation Now, Lord, I can lay me down in peace 
and ſafely take my reſt.” In this happy frame 
he was praying, Lord, ſecure a foul thou halt 
died to fave.” Then after a pauſe he cried, © He 
will, he will. I have part here, I ſhall have all 
ſoon,” O what precious, | recious faith was this! 
What great love did the Lord maniteſt to him in 
thus ſtrengthening his faith on the bed of lan- 
guiſhing, and viſiting him with the ſight of bis ſal- 
vation. As he ſaid on Friday, I have had a glo- 
rious view of the love of Chriſt to my ſoul this 
morning,” This love ſhed abroad in his heart 
brought many ſweet wordsout of hisdying mouth, 
ſuch as, © For me to live is Chriſt, to die is gain.“ 
He knew that Chriſt would be his gain in death, 
as well as in lifezand therefore he prayed, © Come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, and give me an eaſy 
diſmiſhon—Lord give me an caſy diſmiſſion to a 
bleſſed eternity.” And this triumph of faith held 
out to the laſt. He looked forward with joy when 
he ſaid, © Before this time to-morrow, it may be, 
I ſhall be where all ſorrow ſhall be done away; 
and at another time he ſaid, I ſhall have a ſab- 
bath of Trinity before I thought of it to worſhip a 
triune God,” which was granted him. He kept 
his Trinity Sunday in heaven adoring the Three 
Perſons in one Jehovah. 

I am {o particular in relating the dying words 
of our dear brother, becauſe each of them is a con- 
ſirmation 
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firmation of the text. The Lord ſays, the death of 
the ſaints is precious in his ſight, and our brother's 
experience demonſtrates the truth of the Lord's 
word. He was enabled to ſay great things for God, 
and in every ſentence he ſpake the love as well as 
the faithfulneſs of God was manifeſt, Was there 
not great faith, and great conjugal affection in 
what he ſaid to Mrs, Jones? ©* Don't be ſurprized 
at any alteration you may ſee in me: For death 
always makes ſtrange alterations. When the Lord 
is pleaſed to give me my diſmiſſion, rejoyce over 
my corpſe, and praiſe God for what we have 
ſuffered together here, and for what we ſhall en- 
joy together hereafter.” May the Lord make up 
her loſs, and give her to rejoyce in the comforts of 
his ſalvation here, and to enjoy the bleſſings of it 
hereafter. Towards his latter end he was much 
in prayer. Theſe were ſome of bis expreſſions. 
*© The ſilver cords of life are breaking, and man 
goeth to his long home, and the mournersgo about 
the ſtreets—Lord, guide me home in ſafety, and 
lead me through the ſhadow of death.— This 
mortal ſhall ſoon put on immortality.— Though 
worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I 
ſee God, whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 
eyes ſhall behold, and not another—I go hence 
like a ſhadow that declineth, I wither away like 
graſs, but the Lord is the portion of my ſoul and 
my ſtrong hope.” His hope did not fail him. 
God was with him when he died, ſo that he had 
no evil to fear, when he went down into the valley 
and ſhadow of death. His body was left to reſt 
in peace, and his ſoul is with that innumerable. 
company, who are ſtanding round the throne, and 
praiſing God and the Lamb for ever and ever, 
| 4 | 8 
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Is this, my brethren, the faith of God's ele& ? 
Cannot death untie the bond of union between 
Chriſt and them? But are they ſo precious to him 
in their dying hours, that his love either keeps 
their faith firmly truſting on him, or elſe hap- 
pily rejoycing in him ? Oh firs, if this be the 
caſe and a moſt certain matter of fact it is, give 
God the glory of our brother's death, and praiſe 
him for the abundant mercy which he then ex- 
perienced. And altho' he was ſo ſoon taken from 
us, being but in his thirty-third year, yet remem- 
ber what great things God did in him and by him, 
and be thankful; and remember what great things 
God did for him in his dying hours, and again re- 
peat your thanks to him whoſe mercy endureth 
for ever. May he vouchſafe this ſame mercy to 
you and me in the ſame circumſtances. 

Having given all the glory to whom it is alone 
due, let us ſee what improvement this ſcripture 
will afford us. Have you been able, my brethren, 
to follow me in what I have been ſpeaking, and 
is it your experience? Has God ſhewn you mercy? 
Have you any good evidence of his love to your 
ſouls, and are you living in the comfort of it ? If 
this be your happy caſe, know ye not, that there 
is a great man fallen in Iſrael? One whom God 
made uſe of as a bleſſed inſtrument to bring ſin- 
ners into the happy ſtate, which you are in. Per- 
haps he was an inſtrument to ſome or you. And 
now the Lord has no more of this work for him, 
he takes him away. Is not this an awful provi- 
dence ? Should not it put you upon praying for 
the proſperity of our Sion? and teach you what 
manner of perſons you ought to be? Should not 
your lips, your lives, your time, and all your ta- 
x MM or lents 
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1 
lents be ſhewing forth the praiſes of your good 
God ? Should not you be ſeeking to live by faith 
upon Chriſt, and to receive out of - his fulneſs 
grace to mortify fin, to,deaden you to the world 
and its riches, and honors, and pleaſures, to con- 
quer ſatan, and to keep you alive to God, that you 
may have communion with him in life and death? 
For is not the time ſhort ? How ſhort you know 
not, Perhaps in a day, perhaps in an hour, you 
may be 1p eternity. Keep this in your eyes, and 
remember, what an eternity will be in heaven. 
Take heed therefore that ye be found in your 
work, when death comes. If it find you living in 
faith, then vou may hope to die comfortably in 
faith. If the world be crucified to you, you will 
find it eaſy to part with it, If you have been long 
fighting againſt your ſpiritual enemies, and againſt 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, will it not be mat- 
ter of joy to have the battle ended, and yourſelves 
more than conquerors for ever? Oh firs, is it not 
of eternal moment, that you live thus till the night 
of death come, that then your work being done, 
you may be ready to enter into the joy of your Lord? 

If any of you ſay, I am a poor weak believer, 
and I am afraid, I ſhall have nothing to ſpeak for 
God, when I come to die. Leave that to him. 
He does all things well. If he has any glory to 
get by your ſpeaking, he will open your mouth. 
But all the Lord's people leave not ſuch noble 
_ teſtimonies behind them as our brother did. He 
was a miniſter, and a young miniſter, cut off in 
the midſt of life and uſefulneſs. What if God had 
no more work for him to do among his own peo- 

le, was he not precious in the Lord's eyes, that 
be ſhould take him to himſelf, when he had borne 
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ſo little of the burden and heat of the day? What 
if God intended theſe dying ſayings ſhould preach 
for him to others, cannot God bleſs what means 
he pleaſes? Take heed that ye be alſo ready, and 
then leave God to do with you as ſeemeth him 
. in life and death. 

Perhaps you may be a true believer, but you 
are apprehenſive, you ſhall not be comforted, 
rejoyce upon your death-bed, as our brother aa, | 
Why do you diſtruſt God ? Is i it not your buſineſs 
to live by faith to-day, and to take no thought for 
to-morrow ? When to-morrow comes, then it 1s 
time enough to think about it. And the work of 
to-day is to be the work of to-morrow, and fo on 
from day to day, the life you live in the fleſh you 
muſt be living it by the faith of the Son of God. 
You ceaſe to live thus, when times that may ne- 
ver come, and caſes that may never be, interrupt 
the preſent actings of faith. Perhaps you may die 
ſuddenly, you may never lay upon a fick bed, or 
if you do, perhaps a quiet reſignation to the will 
of God may be the grace you are then to exerciſe. 
For wiſe reaſons God may not then fill you with 
great comforts. Is there not ſomething very ſel- 
fiſh in ſeeking theſe comforts? And is it not an 
unbelieving ſpirit to fear how you ſhall behave 
without them? What! cannot you truſt your 
comforts with God, the God of all comfort? Will 
you not have time enough to be comforted, when 
you get to heaven? If you are in the way thither, 
and would g get quietly on, leave your ſelf in God's 
hand, and et him do what he will. Truſt him, 
even if it be in the dark, This direct act of faith 
is what God loves. It brings moſt honor to his 
wor d, and glory to his faithfulneſs, It ſhews what 
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an high opinion you have of his perfections, that 
you can believe him without ſight. Our deceaſed 
brother had this faith, and made a noble confeſ- 
fion of it to a precious ſervant of Chriſt's, who 
went to ſee him in his illneſs and aſked him, how 
he did,” he anſwered, © I am ſo full of pain and fo 
ill, that I can think but little, but Iknow that Je- 
ſus is carrying on the intereſts of my poor ſoul 
notwithſtanding.” Theſe are to me the choiceſt 
of his dying words. I ſee in them a well grounded 
truſt and confidence in God, far more deep and 
ſolid, than all the rejoycing of triumphant faith, 
For when he had not this to comfort him, he had 
what was much better. When he had no ſight, 
he could walk by faith. If God teach you, m 
brethren, to walk thus, you will not be troubled 
about what you are to have, or not to have, when 
you come to die. If you can ſay this, Father thy 
will be done, and can fay it from your hearts, 
then let him appoint your death, and the time 
and manner of it, and your frame and temper of 
mind upon its approach, and depend upon it, he 
will order all things for the belt. 

Perhaps there may be ſome perſons here very 
indifferent about the matter, whether God loves 
them, and whether they be precious in his ſight 
ornot. This comes from the love of preſent things. 
Their hearts are ſet upon the world. The objects 
about them have all their affections. Their eager 
purſuit after pleaſures, honors, riches, and eaſe, 
ſets death at a diſtance, and makes heaven not 
deſirable. Tell ſuch perſons, how uncertain life 
is ; they don't care, they will run the riſque. Tell 
them, if they die in their fins, what their eternal 
ſtate will be; they would not chooſe to be in 
ever- 
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everlaſting torments, but they will venture it, ra- 
ther than not enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſea- 
ſon. What a deluſion are theſe perſons under 
They believe that ſin will bring eternal miſery upon 
them, if not pardoned ; and yet they live to- day 
in ſin, as if they were ſure they ſhould not be in 
hell before to-morrow. And they have no ſort of 
evidence, that they ſhall be alive the next moment. 
Our time is in the hand of God, and he cuts it 
off when and how he pleaſes. Oh ſirs, if you have 
ears to hear, hearken. Where will the courſe of 
life you are in end? Stopa moment, and conſider. 
Have you any ſin in your hearts, any ſin in your 
lives, which you cheriſh, and will not part with. 
What! will you ſay? I will keep it, its a bleſſed 
morſel, its a very heaven to me; I don't care if I 
go to hell for it. And dare you defy the vengeance 
of the Almighty ; and with this thought return 
to the commiſſion of it? Suppoſe in the very act 
God ſhould require your ſoul, and death carry you 
that moment from ſinning to judgment. This has 
been. This may be again. And why not your 
caſe? If it ſhould O what a thought is that !—If 
it ſhould, what would you have to do throughout 
eternal ages, but wail and weep and gnaſh your 

teeth for having been ſo hardened thro' the de- 
ceitfulneſs of ſin, as never to prepare to meet God 
in judgment. May the Lord awaken you to a ſe- 
rious conſideration of theſe things, that you may 
flee from the wrath to come, and may be deli- 
vered by the tender mercies of our God from the 
power of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the king- 
dom of his dear Son, 
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The ſum of what hath been now delivered is 
this. God is gracious to thoſe whom he calls to 


the knowledge of bimſelf in ſhewing them mercy, 


and in keeping them throughout their lives as his 
br jewels, and throughout their dying hours 

is love is with them, and never leaves them nor 
forſakes them. The teſtimonies of ſcripture and 
of the people of God are undoubted evidence of 
theſe truths, particularly the experience of our 
deceaſed brother. I have laid before you an ac- 
count of God's dealings with his ſoul from the 
time God was pleaſed to reveal his Son in him. 
Glory be to that rich ſovereign grace, which did 
o much for him and by him, Glory be to the 
conqueror of death, who ſhewed him ſuch abun- 
dant mercy on his dying bed. And Jeſus is ſtill 
the ſame: His promiſes, his grace, his power are 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. Whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhall never be confounded, 
never never confounded, but in life ſhall be 
kept by his power through faith unto ſalvation, 
in death ſafe, in eternity bleſſed. Truſting then 
and believing i in him, while we live, may we 
live unto the Lord, and' when we die, may we 
die unto the Lord; fo that whether we live or 
die, we may be the Lord's. Oh that this may 
be the 4 caſe of all who hear me to-day, 
and may the Lord incline our hearts to aſk it of 
him | in humble prayer, faying, Me? 


O thou God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, hear us for his ſake, and give a bleſſing to 


the word now ſpoken. Make it the means of 


ein ſinners from the error of their ways. 
— Con- 
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Convince them by thy word and Spirit of the 
danger of their being by nature children of wrath, 
and of their continuing in that ſtate, Teach them, 
gracious God, the number of their days, that 
they may apply their hearts unto wiſdom. And 
convince them of righteouſneſs, that they may 
ſee a perfect righteouſneſs in thy dear Son, and 
by faith truſt in it and live upon it, bringing forth 
abundantly the fruits of it in their hearts and 
lives. Be merciful, we beſeech thee, O holy 
Father, to thoſe among us, who are ſeeking thy 
face, and deſiring to know thee as a reconciled 
God. O, give them that faith which worketh 
by love, and viſit them with thy falvation, Let 
them ſee the felicity of thy choſen, and rejoyce 
in the gladneſs of thy people, and give thanks 
with thine inheritance. And make thine inhe- 
ritance more thankful. May the partakers of 
thy precious love in all things be giving of thanks. 


May all that is within them bleſs thy holy name 


for thy free mercy, and may all that they have, 
and all that they are, be ſhewing forth the praiſe 
of the glory of thy grace, Keep them, O Lord 
our God, in an humble dependance upon thee. 

Carry them ſafe thro' the trials and Jiffculties of 
life, and give them power to hold on and perſe- 
vere unto the end, that they may die in faith, 
and having happily finiſhed their courſe may re- 
ceive from thy tree grace a never fading crown 
of glory. Grant this holy Father for the ſake 
of thy bEloved Son and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom with. thee and the eternal Spirit, three 
co- equal perſons in one Jehovah be endleſs praiſe, 


Amen. 
8 FINIS. 
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